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SUBJECT: UNESCO 98TH EXECUTIVE BOARD, CUBAN INTER- 
VENTION ON PUERTO RICO 

1 DURING DEBATE ON AGENDA ITEM 7.1, RECENT DECISIONS 
AND ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATIONS OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS SYSTEM OF RELEVANCE TO THE WORK OF UNESCO, 
CUBAN PERMREP DR. JUAN MARINELLO SEIZED ON TEXT OF 
ECOSOC RESOLUTION 1978 (LIX) ON DECLARATION ON 
GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES, AND 
ATTACKED UNITED STATES FOR PUERTO RICAN POLICIES. 

2. ATTACK WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS. FIRST PART HAD 
THE THEME OF US CULTURAL AGGRESSION, ATTEMPTS TO IMPOSE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TO EXCLUSION OF SPANISH, AND GENERAL 
CULTURAL DOMINATION. WHICH, HE SAID, HAD GENERATED A 
TREMENDOUS MOVEMENT OF CULTURAL RESISTANCE. SECOND 
THEME WAS PLIGHT OF PUERTO RICAN "MIGRANT WORKERS" IN 
US. MARINELLO WAS APPARENTLY SPEAKING ABOUT PUERTO 
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WORKERS. ONLY SPECIFIC ALLEGATION IN THIS CONTEXT WAS 
THAT ONE-HALF OF THE POPULATION OF PUERTO RICO HAD 
BEEN FORCED TO IMMIGRATE TO EASTERN SEABOARD OF US. 

3. US PERMREP EXERCISED RIGHT OF IMMEDIATE REPLY 
CALLING FOR EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS TO ACT IN WAYS THAT 
WOULD STRENGTHEN UNESCO RATHER THAN INTRODUCING IRRELE- 
VANT AND DEVISIVE ISSUES. PERMREP NOTED THAT PUERTO 
RICAN QUESTION HAD BEEN DEALT WITH IN THE APPROPRIATE 
FORUM OF THE UN, AND THE FACTS THAT HAD BEEN SET BEFORE 
THE UN WERE AVAILABLE TO ALL WHO WISHED TO CONSULT 
THEM, AND THEY INDICATED THAT THE PUERTO RICAN PEOPLE 
HAD VOLUNTARILY CHOSEN THEIR PRESENT RELATIONSHIP WITH 
US. PERMREP CONCLUDED REMARKS WITH PLEA FOR EXBD TO 
SUSTAIN THE MOMENTUM OF THE BREAKTHROUGH IN COOPERATION 
THAT WAS ACHIEVED AT THE 7TH UNGA SPECIAL SESSION, 

RATHER THAN HINDERING IT. 

4. MARINELLI TOOK FLOOR BRIEFLY A SECOND TIME AND 
ALLEGED THAT THE UN WERE THE PROPER FORUM. THEN CITED 
UNGARIS 1514 OF DEC. 20, 1960, WHICH, HE CLAIMED, 

STATED THAT THE SITUATION OF PUERTO RICO IS CLEARLY A 
CASE OF COLONIALISM. THIS RES. DOES NOT, IN FACT, SAY 
THAT, AND WHEN THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IS PRE- 
SENTED FOR APPROVAL, USDEL WILL STATE THIS FOR RECORD. 

5. USDEL DID NOT MAKE FURTHER INTERVENTION. CHAIRMAN, 
RAHNEMA (IRAN) SAID HE WOULD KEEP TIGHT REIN ON 
MARINELLO, AND ASKED US NOT TO PROLONG DEBATE. HE 
KEPT HIS WORD, AND IT WAS CLEAR THAT EXBD HAD NO INT- 
EREST IN PURSUING THIS ISSUE. 

RUSH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETING AGENDA, POLICIES, SELFDETERMINATION, DEPENDENCIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 24 SEP 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975PARIS24766 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750331-1136 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750922/aaaaasxo.tel 

Line Count: 93 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 MAY 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <03 OCT 2003 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UNESCO 98TH EXECUTIVE BOARD, CUBAN INTER- VENTION ON PUERTO RICO 
TAGS: PORG, OCON. RQ, CU, US, UNESCO, (MARINELLO, JUAN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



